Diagnosis and differential diagnosis of small-cell lesions of the liver.
The objective of this study was to evaluate the cytologic spectrum of small cell lesions of liver as diagnosed by fine-needle aspiration (FNA). Of 304 FNAs of liver that were performed in our institution between 1990 and 1994, 29 were classified as small-cell lesions. The final diagnoses were as follows: small-cell undifferentiated carcinoma (10), neuroendocrine carcinoma (9), cloacogenic carcinoma (1), Merkel-cell carcinoma (1), cholangiocarcinoma (1), metastatic adenocarcinoma (4), small-cell sarcoma (1), lymphoma (2). Relevant clinical history and immunocytochemistry were helpful in making the final diagnosis in some cases. The diagnosis and differential diagnosis of small cell lesions of the liver are discussed in detail in this report.